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EMS N the candid and judicious Eſſay 
x 1 7 upon Prayer, as the Editors are 
pleaſed to call it, (a) which we 
ENR have taken into conſideration, the 
Author hath delivered his Thoughts on religi- 
ous Worſhip under the following Heads, viz, 
the proper Rule, the primitive Mode, and the 
moſt eligible Manner of Chriſtian Worſhip, 
Which three things we ſhall diſtinctly confi- 
der in the ſame number of Sections, | 


(a) See the n Monty Paper called the as 


BRARY, | 


7 ED $EC- 


wk 4x) 
* 
{> 
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SECTION I. 
Concerning the proper Rule Cbriſtion 


Worſhsp. 


HE beſt Rabric, fays this Writer, 

for regulating the religious Wor- 
" ſhip of Chriſtians, is that of the New Teſ- 
«þ tament, and confiſts of theſe few general 
* Rules, &c.“ Without enquiring, at pre- 
ſent, whether the Six Rules he mentions, 
are all that are laid down in the New 3 
ment for regulating Chriſtian Worfhip, w 
ſhall make ſome curſory Remarks upon tim, 
as they follow in order. 

I. They, that worſhip God, muſt worſhip 
him in ſpirit, and in truth. John i iv. 24. — 
Now, this Rule is no preſcription of a pub- 
lick ſtated Form of Prayer, but very conſiſt- 
ent with Free Prayer, our Author himſelf be- 
ing judge. For he approves, and recom- 
mends the frequent uſe of Extempore Prayer, 
in /ome part of the Service. And certainly he 
will allow, that in every part of the Service, 
Chriſtians ought to worſhip God in Jpirit and 
in trith. 

II. Let all things be done to edj Hing. 1 Cor. 
xiv. 26, — The ſame obſervation, may be 
here repeated. Befides, this Rule relates'to 
publick Preaching, as well as Praying. Ver. 


23—31. But all things may be done to 
edifying, 


LE $ 3 


edifying, | in point of inſtruction, without the 
ſame Sermon being always preached, and, as 

moſt people think, much better by a variety 
of Diſcourſes. And why then may not all 
things be done to edifying, in point of Devo- 
tion too, without the ſame Form of Prayer 
being conſtantly repeated? 

III. Let all things be done decently, and f in 
order. Ver. 40. — The decency and order, 
ſpoken of by St. Paul, have no relation to a 
publick ſtated Form of Worſhip ; though 
ſome Writers, with more zeal than zudgement, 
have recommended ſuch a Form under that 
ſame notion. Becauſe Free Prayer was pub- 
lickly uſed, at that time, in the worſhiping 
Aſſemblies of Chriſtians ; as evidently appears 
from the diſor ders committed in the Church 
of Corinth, and the Rules which the Apoſtle 
lays down for correcting thoſe diſorders, in 
the method of conducting publick Worſhip. 
For, on the contrary ſuppoſition, ſuch Rules 
had been as unneceſſary as thoſe diſorders 
themſelves were impracticable. And yet, it is 
worthy of ſpecial obſervation, that St. Paul 
did not recommend a publick ſtated Form of 
Worſhip, as a proper expedient in that caſe; 
but only gave directions about exerciſing their 
gifts decently, and in order (6), 

IV. Do all in the name of the Lord 2 | 
Col. iii. 17, —This Rule determines nothing 
about the queſtion in hand, For Chriſtians 

{b)See Dr. TayLoR's Scripture Account of Prayer. 


„ 
may pray in the Name of Chriſt, whatever 
mode of Worſhip they follow. 
V. Let all your things be done in Charity. 
1 Cor. xvi. 14. — If this Rule hath any re- 
lation to religious Worſhip, it reſpects not the 
outward mode or form of Worſhip, but the 
inward frame of the Worſhiper. And Chri- 
ſtians, uſing different modes of Worſhip, may 
| have charity one for another, But if a cha- 
ritable union of hearts requires an uniformity. 
of Worſhip, it muſt be wrong in any perſons 
to ſet up one Liturgy againſt another, 
VI. Aﬀeer this manner therefore pray ye, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, &c. Matth. 
vi. 9—13. — Which words, be it obſerved, 
are thus introduced. Ver. 7-9. But when 
ye pray, uſe not vain Repetitions, as the Hea- 
then do; for they think that the y ſhall be beard 
for their much-ſpeaking. Be not ye therefore 
Hike unto them ; for your heavenly Fatber know- 
_ eth what things ye have need of, before ye aſe 
hi 2 After this MANNER therefore pray ye, 
Scl is, in a few plain, but full and compre- 
henfive words. It : appears then, that in the 
words before us, Chriſt only directed and 
preſcribed the rigbt manner of praying, in op- 
oſition to the vain repetitions, and much- 
ſpeaking, uſed by the Heathens. And that 
the words were ſo underſtood by his diſciples 
then preſent; chap. v. 1. and not conſidered 
by them as a preſcribed Form of Prayer, is 
manifeſt from their aſking him afterwards 


upon 


LES 


upon another occaſion to teach them fo pray. 
For, ſuch a requeſt had been needleſs, not 
to ſay impertinent, on ſuppoſition Chriſt had 
given them before a ſtated Form of Prayer 
for conſtant uſe. 1 | 

I,! his leads us to conſider the words refer- 
red to, by way of parallel, in the Goſpel of 
St. Luke, Chap. xi. ver. 1, 2. And it came 
to paſs, as he was praying in a certain place, 
when be ceaſed, one of his diſciples ſaid unto 
him, Lord, teach us to pray, as Jobn alſo 
taught his diſciples. And be ſaid unto them, 
W hen ye pray, ſay, Our Father, who art in 
Heaven, &c. — Now here, as upon that for- 
mer occaſion, Chriſt had taught his diſciples 
in what manner they ſhould pray; ſo upon 
this occaſion he may be conceived, accordin; 

to the opinion of the learned Grotius and o- 
thers, (c) to ſuggeſt to them proper matter 
of Prayer, without preſcribing a ſet Form of 
words for their conſtant and daily uſe. And 
ſo, © he did not teach them what words to 
« uſe in Prayer, but what zh:ngs to pray for; 
Cd) as probably Joan alſo had 7aught his diſ- 
ciples, adapting his inſtructions about the 
ſubject-· matter of Prayer to their preſent cir- 
cumſtances. (For, it is not rational to think, 
that either the diſciples of Joh, or of Ix- 
s us, had never learned to pray before; when 


it 
(e) Vid. Po L. Synopſis in loe, 


(d) Non enim Verba, &c. 8. Aucusrin. lib. de 
magiſt. Op. Tom. I. pag. 115. Edit. Paris. 


[8] 

it was a cuſtom among the Jews, worſhiping 
in the Court of the Temple at the time of In- 
cenſe, for every one to make their own Pray- 
ers; as we ſee in the caſe of the Publican and 
Phariſee e).) And upon a ſtrict examinati- 
on it might appear, that the ſeveral petitions, 
contained in the words, are in a very peculiar 
manner ſuited to the ſtate and circumſtances 
of perſons and things at that time (. 

Upon the whole then, there ſeems to be 
no ground for ſuppoſing, that the Lord's- 
Prayer, as it is commonly called, was given 
by Chriſt as a ſet Form of words for conſtant, 
unvaried, and univerſal uſe (though the words 
themſelves may be uſed in Prayer, as well as 
any other ſcripture expreſſions, proper for 
Chriſtian Worſhip.) For, the contrary may 
be ſtrongly — from what he ſaid to his 
diſciples, but a little before his death. John 
xvi. 24. Hitherto have ye gſeed nothing in my 
Name. From whence it follows, either that 
the diſciples of Chriſt had then never uſed the 
Lord's-Prayer, as a ſet Form; or that when 
they ſo uſed it, they did not pray in bis 
Name; and conſequently that uſe of the 
words, if ever introduced, was to be diſcon- 


tinued after his Aſcenſion, when they were to 


pray in his Name, by his own order and 
Appt» 


(e) Luke i. 10. xviii. 10-13. See PRIDEA ba% 
Connect. Vol. I. pag. 389. 
See Dr. wu Row on the Lord's-Prayer, and 


( 
BoysEe's Remarks on the Bp. of Derry, Ch. II. 


* 
— 


— 


— 


1 

appointment. ver. 26. In fact, the firſt Chriſ- 
tian Writer, who mentions the Lord's-Prayer 
being uſed as a Form, isTERTULLIAN, about 
the end of the ſecond, or the begining of the 
third Century. JusTIN MARTYR, an earlier 
Writer, is ſilent upon this head; tho he hath 
given us a particular account of the Chriſtian 
Worſhip, and the method of Rg it ＋ 
his time. (g) 

But the Writer, whoſe T; houghts on e. 
ous Worſhip we have now under conſidera- 
tion, ſays, * The plural expreſſion, in the 
Wh. begining, and ſubſequent Petitions, ſeems 
ce to point it out as a ſocial Prayer, and is a 
ſtrong preſumptive argument, that it was 
t aſked and given as a Form of Common 
e Prayer. As if the Diſciples could not 
aſk and Chriſt give them directions about the 
matter of ſocial Prayer, but the Directory 
muſt needs be a ſet Form! Beſides, it ſhould- 
be remembred, that when our Lord OF... 
gave his Diſciples theſe inſtructions about 
Prayer, he was then diſcourſing of | ren 
Prayer, and Cloſet-Devotion. Mat. vi. 5, 6, 
Which quite ſpoils the preſumptive Argu- 
ment from hence, for a F orm of Common 
Prayer. 

Having now conſidered the fix Rules, of 
which this Writer ſays the Rubric of Chriſ- 
tian Worſhip, namely that of the New Teſ- 

B tament, 

5 Vid. TERTUL, de Orat. & J. MART YR. 

Apol. II. 


Yu. 
tament, conſiſts ;- we ſhall take the liberty of 
adding "ſome Aber Rules which may Fire 
_ eſcaped his notice. | 
In the New Teſtament we are directed to 
pray with 4 prayer and ſupplication, and for 
all men ; in every thing to make known our re- 
queſts to God. Eph. vi. 18. Philip. iv. 6. 
1 Tim. ii. 1, &c. Now (ſays a judicious |: 
and learned Writer, remarking upon theſe 
or the like paſſages of ſcripture, (6) tis 
« evident there is a vaſt variety of occaſions 
« and emergencies, in which we ſhould ap- 
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| « ply ourſelves to God by Prayer, which it COL 
ll || “ cannot be expected any preſcribed Forms | 
1 « ſhould exactly ſuit.” From whence he | 
1 concludes, © That the general Rules of ſcrip- | 

0 ee ture (i. e. concerning Prayer) cannot be 

} « duly obſerved by thoſe, that pray no other-. 

li *« wiſe than by a ſet Form of words.” But 

[ to return to our Eſſay- writer. 

[i «© With regard (ſays he) to any other Pe- 

" ce titions, which we have occaſion to offer NY 
t « upto God, and other parts of religious 9 

i « worſhip &c. there being no particular ex- 


KR 


preſs precept upon record in the New Teſ- | 
tament, Chriſtians ſeem to be left to their 

* own liberty, reaſon, and experience, 3 4 
* One, and every Society of them who j 

1 together in the Worſhip of God, to ak ö 
« the 


ba) 


( Bo YSE's Remarks on the Bp. of DERRv. 
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1 
e the way they judge or find to be the 
4 'belk,” &. 

In anſwer to which it may be obſerved; 
(1) © If no one way or mode of Worſhip is 
poſitively enjoined, by any particular expreſs 
precept, upon record in the New Teſtament ; 
then, it is granted, no one way or mode of 
Worſhip can be abſolutely neceſſary for all 
Chriſtians, at all times, and under all cir- 
cumſtances ; As it would be on the contrary 
ſuppoſition,” But this determines not the 

main Queſtion depending. For, 
(2) From hence it follows not that 
every mode of Worſhip is alike indifferent i in 
itſelf; or, that one mode of Worſhip is 
really, in it's own nature, no better than ano- 
ther.“ This is no good conſequence; our 
Author himſelf being Judge. For he would 
perſuade the Proteſtant Diſſenters to alter 
and change their preſent way of Worſhip for 
another, which he recommends as a better ; 
tho' he cannot pretend it is required, or en- 
joined by any * particular expreſs precept, 
e upon record in the New Teſtament.” 

(3) If any one mode or way of Worſhip 
is really better than another, the preference 
ſeems to be juſtly due to the primitive 
mode, whatever it was; and that way of 
. worſhiping God, which was praiſed by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and all their pious. 
Followers, the whole army of Saints and 

Martyrs, in the firſt and pureſt ages of Chriſ- 
B 2: tianity. 


_ 


(5.16.4 


tianity. For, we appeal to the reaſon and. 


conſcience of every ſenſible and honeſt man, 


who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, whether it 
would not be very wrong to ſuppoſe, that 
the glorious Founders of the Chriſtian 
Church and Worſhip, did not worſhip God 
themſelves, and ſo by their example taught 
others to Worſhip him, in the beſt way and 
manner. If ſo; then their practice is a good 


_ precedent for Chriſtians to follow in all ſuc- 
ceeding ages, as a ſure guide, and a ſafe rule 


of direction in this caſe; a Rule, which well 
deſerved a place amongſt the other Rules, 
laid down before, for regulating the religi- 
ous Worſhip of Chriſtians. To come then 
to the Point in view, 

(4) All Chriſtians have a right, or rather 
are obliged to judge for themſelves (and 


_ conſequently to follow their own judgment) 


what way and mode of Worſhip is moſt con- 
formable to the Scripture Plan, and the pri- 
mitive Pattern ; and alſo, what circumſtances 
will warrant a departure from it in any Caſe, 
Under this reſtriction, and with this limita- 
tion, it may be granted, © every one, and 
« every Society of them who join together in 
the Worſhip of God, are left to their own 
« liberty, reaſon, and experience, to take 
ce the way they judge, or find to be the beſt.” 
But, we can by no means think it allow- 
able, for any Perſons to treat that ſacred and 
venerable pattern of Chriſtian Worſhip, as a 

| trivial 


13 ] 

trivial thing, or as a matter of mere indiffer- 
ence, and worthy of no ſuperior regard ; and- 
ſo lightly depart from it without any neceffi-- 
ty, or juſt and lawful occaſion. For, this, 
we fear, is taking an undue liberty, which 
may rather be called by the name of levity ;- 
to uſe no harſher term. 

But ſo much, at preſent, for the proper Rule 
of Chriſtian Worſhip, which may receive- 
ſome elucidation from the next Queſtion, 


SECTION I. 


Concerning the primi tive Mode of Clriion 
| Worſhip. — 


E now proceed to conſider the Au- 
thor's Thoughts on the way of wor- 
ſhiping God in the firſt ages of Chriſtianity ; 
and what is. the moſt eligible manner ſtill, - 
whether precompoſed Forms, or extempore 
Addreſſes. Which two Queſtions, we. ſhall | 
diſpatch in this and the following Section. 
And fo here we begin with the t. Now, 
concerning the way of worſhiping God, in the 
firſt ages of Chriſtanity, this Writer obſerves, 
— © that extempore Prayer, and Praiſe too, 
«© were certainly uſed (ſometimes at leaſt) by 
© the primitive Chriſtians, as well as from 
* the begining of the world, as. part of their 
* Worſhip in public; as appears from As 
WE 247539: So very probably were pre- 
| ce compoſed 
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' compoſed Forms alſo at other times, or in 
te other parts of Worſhip ; the Lord's-Prayer 
ce at leaſt, and their Hymns of praiſe, &c. 
Theſe po/ibly were not all of them in Me- 
© tre, or ſung in ſet Tunes, but repeated 
« with loud and chearful voices, &c. And 
e ] am inclined to think, the name of Litur- 
e .oy was firſt given to theſe precompoſed 


La 


- 


* 


% Hymns, &c.” — Upon all which we have 
the following Obſervations to lay before the 


Reader, 

(1.) We have here an acknowledged cer- 
tainty, that extempore Prayer, or praying 
cc without a ſtated precompoſed Form” (as 
theſe things are contradiſtinguiſhed by our 
Author. Which diſtinction we approve, 
under the notion of extempore Prayer com- 
prehending all Free Prayer, as oppoſed to 
public ſtated Forms) * was uſed by the pri- 
* mitzve Chriſtians, ſometimes at leaſt, as 


« part of their Worſhip in public.” And if 
ſometimes, why not at other times, and ſo at 


all times ; unleſs they were better qualified 
to pray extempore on ſudden emergencies, than 
when they had more time for premeditation ? 


(And by the way, extempore Prayer no more 


excludes premeditation, than ex/empore Speak- 


ing (i).) Upon this footing, the Chriſtian 


Worſhip appears to have been fixed in the 
Church of Corinth; as hath been ſhewed be- 
fore, 


li) Vid QpixrII. Inſtit. Orat, lib, x. Cap. 7. 


* - 


() 


( 15 ] 

fore, without any limitation to ſudden and 
extraordinary emergencies, From whence it 
may be inferred, that the ſame way of Wor- 
ſhip obtained and took place in other Chriſti- 
an Churches from the begining. £ 

(2.) The ſame certainty is not pretended 
for the uſe of precompoſed Forms among the 
primitive Chriſtians, but only a probability, 
without any proof. As to the Lord's-Prayer, 
we have ſpoken of that before. And in re- 
lation to their Hymns of praiſe (or rather 
Forms of praiſe ()) if they were ſung, as 
both the names, and the notion of Hymns in 
the primitive Church, implies and ſuppoſes 
the nature of Pſalmody required that they 
ſhould be precompoſed. And againſt ſuch pre- 
compoſed Forms we have no objection. But 


this affects not the preſent Queſtion concern- 


ing Prayer. 
(3.) From probabilities he deſcends to 


poſſibilities. For, ſpeaking of the Hymns of 


praiſe uſed by the primitive Chriſtians, this 
Writer ſays, © Theſe poſſibly were not all of 
e them in Metre, or ſung in ſet Tunes, but 
ce compoſed with ſome accuracy and ele- 
ce gance, and repeated with loud and chear- 
* ful voices, ſuitably to the ſubjeAt-matter 
©« of them.” — But, where this notion of 


unmetrical and unmuſical Hymns of praiſe, as 


uſed 


(4) Note — Hymns of praiſe, is a tautology, For, 
Praiſe is included in the Idea of an Hymn. 
(7) See Du VE1L. on Acts xvi. 25. 


3 1 
uſed in public Worſhip by the primitive Chti- 
ſtians, and repeated with loud and chearful 
voices, in a ſort of wild confuſion, had it's 
riſe, or upon what foundation it reſts, we 
could with to be informed, On occaſion of 
our Saviour's publick Entry into Jeruſalem, 
we are told, Matth. xxi. 9. The multitude that 
went before, and that followed, cried, ſaying, 
Hoſanna to the Son of David; bleſſed is be 
that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hoſanna 
in the higheſt. If any one now ſhall imagine, 
that this was an © unmetrical Hymn of praiſe, 
repeated with loud and chearful voices ;” 
let him indulge his own fancy. But the pi- 
ous rant of a multitude, or a mob, 1s ſurely 
a very different thing from the ſober, grave, 
and ſolemn action of a worſhiping Aſſembly 
of ſerious Chriſtians. — We ſhould have ſuſ- 
pected, that our Author might ground his 
ſingular notion upon Acts iv, 24, &c. but 
that he hath referred to that inſtance before, 
as an extempore Addreſs, which therefore as 
being no precompoſed Form, could not be 
repeated by the People with loud and chear- 
ful voices ; if there is any weight in the fol- 
lowing obſervation of an impartial Hand. 
m) It was the Prieſt, that ſolely pronoun- 
c ced the publick Prayers without the voices 
* of the People. And indeed it was impoſ- 


« /ible for the People to reſpond, ſince hey 
e ha 


(m) Lord King's Enquiry, &c. Part II. Ch. II. 
Sed. „ 


ſy 


BY 
© had no fixed public Form of Prayer, ex- 
s cept the Lord's-Prayer, &c. As to their 


* 


« other Prayers, every Biſhop, or Miniſter 


© of a Pariſh, was left to his own liberty and 
“ ability therein.” — However, it hath been 


ſuppoſed by ſome advocates for a Liturgy (2), 


that the religions Addreſs aforeſaid was — 
0.22 precompoſed ſet Form, repeated by the 
% Company.“ But all the circumſtances of 
the caſe plainly ſhew, that it was an Extem- 
pore Addreſs ; (o) as this Writer himſelf takes 
it to be; and ſo we have here no diſpute 
with him. 

(4.) Is it poſſible for any man of common N 
prudence and modeſty, to appear in an Ar- 
gument of this nature, and at the ſame time 
be ſo ignorant of the matter, as not to know 
the meaning of the word, Liturgy? But, 
how ſhall we account for what follows, viz. 
« And I am inclined to think the name of 


« Liturgy was firſt given to theſe precom- 


« poſed Hymns.” — A ſtrange imagination! 
What ſhould incline this Writer to entertain 


ſuch a fancy, is a myſtery to us; unleſs, per- 


haps, he thought the word, Liturgy, imports 
a work of the People, But, according to the 


_ notation of this compound Word, it properly 


ſignifies a public Work, or Service ; (p that 
is, a Service done not by the People, but for 
them, 


(n) BENNET's brief hiſt. of Forms, pag, 79, &c. 
(o) RoBINSON's Anſwer to BENNET, bag. 86. 
(?) Vid, 8 OUIDAS. in Voc, 
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them. What connexion then hath this Idea, 
with Hymns of praiſe, repeated by the Peo- 
ple, &c. that any man of ſenſe and learning 
ſhould in the leaſt * incline to think the name 
ce of Liturgy was firſt FR to theſe precom- 
« poſed Hymns? 

To inform this Writer a little better, let us 
remind him, that the word Liturgy, denotes a 
Service, literally a public Service. As to the 
Verb, ſays the learned BRZ A, (q) No one, 
but moderately {killed in Greek, can be 

* ignorant that AeiTougyeiv is ſpoken chiefly of 
ce public Offices.” The word Liturgy, is in- 
deed of very ancient uſe, and was applied of 
old, not only to ſacred, but civil Offices and 
Nlniſtrations (r). What State Liturgies, 
or publick Services, expreſſed by that Name, 
were performed by particular Perſons in the 
City of Athens, may be ſeen in the learned 
PoTTER's account of the Athenian Magiſtrates 
(J. In the Eccleſiaſtical Stile, the ſame 
word is applied to ſacred Miniſtrations in ge- 
neral, and to the adminiſtration of the Eucha- 
rift in particular (). In the New Teflament, 
the word Liturgy is uſed to ſignify the pub- 
lick Service performed by the Prieſts, offici- 
ating in the daily Miniſtrations at the Temple 
(u). In like manner, all the publick Mini- 

ſtrations, 

(4) Annot. in Act. xiii. I, 2. 
(r) Vid. Aris Tor. Oeconom. Lib, II. 


(s) Archæolog. Græc. B. I. Ch. 15. 
(t) Vid. SUICER in Voc. (4) Luke i, 23. 
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ſtrations, in the Chriſtian Church, properly 
come under the notion and denomination of 
Liturgy. So we read, (w) There were in the 
Church, that was at 1 certain Prophets 
and Teachers, &c. And as they miniſtered to 
the Lord, &c (x). On which occaſion, we 
preſume, it will be granted, the Prophers and 
Teachers miniſtered ; i.e. performed Liturgy, or 
publick Service; and not the body of the 
People, by repeating ſuch Hymns as have 
been mentioned. 

And now, is it not amazing to think, what 
could zncline our Author to think, the name 
ce of Liturgy was firſt given to theſe pre- 
* compoſed Hymns, and that (as he further 
te adds) the ancient, natural, affectionate 
* manner of repeating them, dwindled at 
« laſt into the mere formal modern manner 
te of Chanting. With regard to both which 
Particulars, at once, we take leave to obſerve. 

(5.) All, that he hath advanced upon this 
hind. is mere ſuppoſition, or rather divinati- 
on. And, to do him Juſtice, he does not 
deliver it as ſome of his Thoughts on religious 
Worſhip, but only as what he is inclined to 
think. So that in the proceſs of his Argu- 
ment, we ſee, how he gently ſlides, and gra- 
dually ſinks lower and lower. For, findin 
no certainty on the fide of his Hypotheſis for 
precompoſed Forms, &c; he takes up with 
C2 pro- 
(w) Acts xiii, 1, 2. | 
(x) Ae7TugyeurTav e avTHN 


* 
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probabilities ; then he comes down to poſſibi» 
lities; and laſt of all, he deſcends to an incli- 
nation to think; which is ſomewhat ſhort of 
Thought itſelf, Therefore it may be proper 
for us to wait a while, till he hath fixed his 
thought, and formed his ſentiments fully 
no upon this part of his Argument. In the mean 
if f time, if he ſupport the character of a candid 
* and judicious Writer, we may hope that up- 
on Second thoughts, which the Proverb ſays, 
| are the beſt, he may no longer © incline to 
cc think, that the name of Liturgy was firſt 
« given to theſe precompoſed Hymns,” he 
ſpeaks of; unleſs his inclination, to think 
one Way, ſhould prevail againſt his judgement 
for thinking another way. — As to Chanting ; 
what he calls the more formal, perſons that 
have an ear, may rather account the more re- 
gular, © modern manner of Chanting.” But, 
if what he repreſents as * the ancient, natu- 
« ral, affectionate manner of repeating Hymns = 
« of praiſe,” is the beſt and moſt proper way 4 
of repeating them; on that ſuppoſition, why 1 
ſhould they ever be repeated in any other 

way? And why ſhould the formal manner 

of þnging Hymns and Pſalms be practiſed in 
_ Chriſtian Worſhip at all? Nevertheleſs this 

religious practice hath obtained from the be- 

_ Swing of the Chriſtian Church; and ſo it is 


as ancient as the Church itſelf Y. And let 
this 


©) Matth. xxvi. 30. A xvi. 25. Eph. v. 19, &c. 
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this Writer, if he can, find out a more an- 
cient, natural, affectionate manner of repeat- 
ing Hymns, or forms of Praiſe, by a number 
of voices together, than in the way of P/al- 
mody ; whatever may be ſaid of —_— . 

(6.) In what follows we agree with our 
Author, ſaying — © For many Centuries the 
« Biſhop, or Paſtor of every Congregation 
« of Chriſtians, ſeems to have had the com- 
«© poſing, or chuſing of the Prayers and 
« Forms of Praiſe left to him.” Only we 
muſt add, that in the fir/? ages of Chriſtia- 
nity, there was no publick ſtated Form of 
Prayer (unleſs we muſt except the Lord's- 
Prayer) for any thing, that hath yet been 
made appear to the contrary ; but every Paſ- 
tor had the conceiving, or the compoſing of 
his own publick Prayers, as well as Sermons, 
according to bis ability (2) ;- and ſo he could 
vary them at diſcretion, and ſuitably to every 
occaſion. This, in ſhort, is our notion of 
the primitive Worſhip, in the Chriſtian 
Church. And this notion is confirmed, by 
what our Author himſelf hath obſerved, con- 
cerning the third Council of Carthage, which 
was held towards the end of the fourth Cen- 
tury. For, had it been uſual, even at bat 


time, for perſons of proper Miniſterial abili- 


ties, to pray by a publick ſtated Form, they 
might 


PLIx. Jun. Lib. x. Ep. 97. Euse B. Eccl, Hiſt, Lib. 
II. Cap. 17, &c. 


(2) J. MART YR. Apol. II. 
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might have ſaved themſelves all the trouble 
of reviſing and correcting the Prayers of their 
weaker Brethren (as mentioned by this Wri- 
ter) by giving them a Copy of their own Li- 
turgy. 8 | 
Theſe Obſervations, upon the primitive 
Mode of Chriſtian Worſhip, we ſhall con- 
clude with the following Remark, and leave 
the Reader to make his own Reflections up- 
on it. In the perſecutions under DrocLe- 
* SIAN and his Aſſociates“ (which, by the 
way, continued to rage about the end of the 
third Century, or ſomewhat later) © though 
te a ſtrict enquiry was made after the Books 
e of Scripture, and other things belonging 
ce to the Church, which were often deliver- 
<« ed up by the Traditores to be burnt ; yet 
« we never read of any Ritual Books, or Books 
„ Divine Service, delivered up among 
(e them ; ſays a learned angry (a). 


SECTION IM. 


Concerning the moſt eligible Manner ef Chri- 
tian Worſhip. | 


Y way of tranſition to this Queſtion, 
viz. What is the moſt eligible Man- 
ner of worſhiping God till ?” the ſame 


things are repeated in other words, that the 
Author 


(a) BIX GHAM. Antiq. &c. B. xiii, Ch. V. Sect. 3. 
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Author had faid before, concerning the Li- 
berty which every perſon, and every Society 
of Chriſtians have of judging and chuſing for 
| themſelves, what way of Worſhip is moſt for 
their edification. Now, this Liberty of judg- 
ing and chuſing for themſelves, is (as was 
hinted before) freely allowed to all Chriſti- 
ans, under certain limitations and reſtrictions 
already mentioned (0%. But on ſuppoſition, 
that one manner of worſhiping God is better 
than another, as the Queſtion in hand ſeems 
to imply; ſtill we muſt infiſt, that the way 
of worſhiping God, which was uſed by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, &c. was the moſt eligible . 
manner then, and conſequently in itſelf is the 
moſt eligible manner now, of worſhiping 
God. For, to ſuppoſe, either that Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles did not rightly underſtand 
the nature of religious Worſhip ; or that the 
nature of religious Worſhip is now altered 
and changed from what it was in heir days; 
theſe are ſuppoſitions not to be admitted, by 
any ſenſible and ſerious Chriſtian; the one 
being impious, and the other abſurd. It ſhould | 
be conſidered, that all divine In/iitutions are 
originally perfect in their And; and ſo they 
neither want, nor admit, like keman arts and 
ſciences, the improvements and refinements 
of after ages. Therefore, unleſs we have a 
right to think wrong, no Chriſtians can have 


a right to think or judge any Mode or Man- 
ner 


5% See the Cloſe of the fir/? Section. | 


Tm} 
ner of worſhiping God more eligible in itſelf, 
than the good old way, which was practiſed 


by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and all the pri- 


mitive Chriſtians in the firſt and pureſt ages. 
For certainly zþ:s would be thinking wrong, 
to ſay no worſe, but only that ſuch a way of 
thinking diſcovers little candor and judge- 
ment. i 
Thus much being premiſed, let us now 
attend to our Author, ſaying, © Extempore 
&* Prayer and Thankſgiving too, without doubt, 
te may be moſt ſuitable to many ſudden and 
ct extraordinary emergencies, where the per- 
«* ſon officiating hath ability for it. But, in 
* ord;nary, and eſpecially in the Praiſes of 
©« God for his known Attributes, Works, and 
* common. Providences; and for the Re- 


« demption of mankind, and the calling of 


te the Gentiles; precompoſed Forms muſt needs 


te have very much the advantage, becauſe 


te they may be drawn up by the beſt Hands, 


t &c.” — In anſwer to which, and all that 
follows of the ſame ſtrain, it is obvious to 


remark, 5 0 
(..) Notwithſtanding his conceſſion in 


favour of Free, or Extempore Prayer, the vi- 


ſible deſign of this Writer is to depreciate 
that ancient and venerable Mode of Worſhip, 
by giving the preference to precompoſed Forms 


in ordinary, and limiting the uſe of Extempore 


Prayer, to ſudden and extraordinary emergen- 


_ out 


cies, without any authority. We ſay, with- 


44 
V if 


IF 


f 25 J 


Out any ** ; becauſe if Extempore Pray- 


er was uſed by the Apoſtles on a ſudden e- 
Fr Ray in a caſe referred to before, Acts 

24—30. it follows not, that the uſe of it 
in = thaks days was confined to ſuch occaſions ; 
for the contrary hath been ſhewed with a 
ſufficient degree of evidence (c). As for that 


ſaving clauſe — Where the perſon offici- 


ating hath ability for it ;” it is preſumed the 
Gift of Prayer, with due cultivation, is at- 


tainable by any perſons that have proper ca- 


pacities and qualifications for the Miniſterial 
Office. And accordingly this Writer him- 


ſelf ſays, — “ Miniſters, where Forms are ad- 


* mitted, and made uſe of, ſhould uſe them- 
« ſelves frequently to Extempore Worſhip ;” 
which implies and ſuppoſes an ability for it 
in the perſon officiating. 
(2.) God's known Attributes, Works, &c. 
were doubtleſs the ſame in the Apoſtles Days, 
that they are now at this very time. And 
yet there is no proof, or appearance, that 


they made uſe of any precompsſed Forms in 


praiſing God for them; except in the way of 


| Pfalmoay; the nature of which rendered ſuch. 


Forms neceflary ; but the fame neceſſity can- 
not be pleaded for any other ſet Forms of 


Devotion. f 
(3.) This Writer's grand Miſtake lies in 


not rightly diſtinguiſhing betwixt the in- 


ward exerciſe, and the outward expreſſions 
D of 
(c) See ect. I. Rule III. and Sect. II. Remark 1. 
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of divine Worſhip, Undoubtedly, we ouphtt 
to worſhip and praiſe God for his known 
Attributes, Works, &c. always with the ſame - 
Devotion; but it is not therefore neceſſary, 


that we ſhould always do it with the ſame 
Words, though choſen with the greateſt care 


and exactneſs. It is true, the Heathens ima- 


gined there was a kind of charm in ufing a 
certain ſet Form of Words (d); but we are 


forbid to be /ike unto them. And we cannot 


but fear, that the ſpirit of primitive Piety, and 


of true Devotion, is ſunk very low amongft 


us at this day, if it wants to be raiſed and 
ſupported by any ſuch curious arts. Howe- 


ver that be, we cannot diſcern the force of 


his Argument that © precompoſed Forms 
*© muſt needs have very much the advantage,” 
viz. © becauſe they may be drawn up by the 


A beſt Hands, and with the greateſt care and 
« correctneſs. For (not to mention that a 


diſpute may ariſe in this caſe, which are the 
beſt Hands) with whatever care and corre@#- 


_ neſs they are drawn up, ſtill they are but 


Forms; and as ſuch (eſpecially the more they 
appear to be laboured and ſtudied) may be- 
come by conſtant uſe, and frequent repetiti- 
ons, leſs advantageous, upon the whole, for 
maintaining the life and ſpirit of Devotion, 
than Free Prayer, though delivered with leſs 
accuracy of ſtile and language (e). 

(4) As 


(d) Vid. PL IN. Nat. hiſt. Lib. xxviii. Cap. 2. 
(-) See ROBINSON 's Anſ. to BENNET, pag. 441, &c. 
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(4.) As this Writer's thoughts on religious 
| Werlhip, ſeem to be more intent and fixed 
upon the outward Form, than the inward 
Frame of Devotion, ſo we apprehend his 
Diſcourſe here hath too great a tendency to 
miſlead the thoughts of the People, and to di- 
vert their attention from the right Object, by 
fixing their minds ſo much upon a critical 
exactneſs of external Worſhip. Is not this 
infuſing a falſe taſte, and a wrong temper in 
religious Duties? Let the People cultivate in 
themſelves a ſerious ſpirit, and a true devo- 
tional frame of mind ; let them learn to read. 
their own hearts, and to order their affecti- 
ons aright in the Worſhip of God; and this, 
we humbly think, will contribute more to 
their edification, than having their eyes daz- 
zled with the poliſhed ſhine of curious and 
corre Forms drawn up by the beſt Hands. 
In the %% hearts it is that Devotion muſt. 
live; and there it will live and flouriſh, not 
only without, but, as we imagine, much bet- 
ter than vt ſuch ſcrupulous nicety and ex- 
actneſs about the exterior part of religious 
| Worſhip. A Soul, deeply engaged with 
God, will not ſtand ſo much upon Forma- 
lities. And let it be remembered, that — 
ce to ſerve God with our beſt,” is not to ſerve 
him with our be/? worde, and fineſt expreſſi- 
ons, but with our belt thoughts and warmeſt 
affections. 


Daz (un 


1 
5.) In relation to what is further urged, 
for J Paſtor's recommending precompoſed 
Forms to his flock, viz. © that the People 
* have an opportunity given them thereby of 
* confidertng every part, Sc. — Our anſwer 
is hst is an awful Service for a Miniſter 
to ſpeak to the People, as the mouth of God, 
as well as his ſpeaking to God, as the mouth 
of the People. And is it neceſſary to their 
edification, that the Paſtor of a Congregation 
ſhou}d deliver to his flock a Copy of every 
Sermon before he preaches it, that ſo they 
may have an opportunity given them of con- 
ſidering every part of it, whether they can 
underſtand it, and afſent thereunto ? If not; 
why ſhould the like meaſure as to Prayer, be 
deemed neceſſary to the People's Devotion in 
publick Worſhip? Beſides, if the People 
have any material objections to make, they 
can more eaſily find redreis in thofe Congre- 
vations where Free Prayer is uſed, than in 
any other Societies, where ſet Forms are once 
introduced. But if both Miniſter and Peo- 
ple did ſeriouſly cultivate the g:f7, and the 
ſpirit of Prayer, as it well becomes all Chri- 
ſtians to do; as little occaſion would gene- 
rally be given by the former, as taten by 
the latter, tor any material objections, with 
reſpect to matter, method, or expreſſi on in 
Prayer. 
(6.) If we attend to the diſtinction * 

before, betwixt internal and external Wor- 


ſhip, 
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ſhip, we ſhall readily diſcern the force, of 
rather the fallacy of the two following Obſer- 
vations, in the Eſſay upon Prayer before us, 
(I.) © If a Form be good, it is never the 
« worle for having been made uſe of before, 
<« ever ſo often, or ever ſo long.” — True 
conſidered as a Form, or a certain compoſi- 
tion of Words, and Sentences ; for, the words 
and ſentences will always remain in the ſame 
connexion, order, and arrangement, But, if 
the goodneſs of a thing is to be eſtimated. by 
its fitneſs ;. to anſwer the end for which it is 
deſigned ;- then (we ſay nothing here of di- 
vine Forms, if any ſuch there be, whoſe au- 
tbority may always give them ſufficient weight 
to command the veneration of religious 
Minds) the beſt, and moſt correct Forms, 
that any Men can compoſe, may, like all o- 
ther human things, be the worſe for wearing. 
Becauſe the conſtant repetition of the ſame 
thing is apt to make it leſs moving and af- 
fecting; and therefore not ſo ſerviceable, as 
it might be at firſt, to engage the attention, 
and excite the affections of the Soul (. 
(2) © The Perfection of Worſhip does not 
e conſiſt in having the fame things differently. 
e expreſſed at different times, but moſt pro- 
te perly expreſſed, at all times. But, what 
if the Perfection of Worſhip does not pro- 
perly conſiſt either in having the ſame things 
| | | always 
J dee Examination of Preface to the Chriſtian 
Common-Prayer- Book, pag. 59, &c.. | 
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always expreſſed; or much leſs in any one 


particular and preciſe Manner of expreſſing 
them? Why then our Eſſay- Writer, in giv- 


ing his Thoughts on religious Worſhip, hath 


been all the while talking in the dark, with- 
out any clear ideas of the grave, weighty, 
and ſolemn Subject he hath taken in hand. 
Confider Man—Does not the chief excellency 


and perfection of religious Worſhip conſiſt, 


in the ſincere, fervent, and affectionate De- 
votion of an humble adoring Soul, lying pro- 


ſtrate before the fbrone of Grace? — But this 


Devotion of the Heart is worſhiping God in 
Spirit and in Truth, according to the Chri- 


ſtian Rubric (g). And as to outward Wor- 


ſhip, which is intended to be an expreſſion, 
exerciſe, and improvement of this inward 


and true Worſhip, it's Perfection confi'ls in 


the apt tendency it hath to anſwer that good 
and great defign. Therefore, if a variety of 
matter and expreſſion is the beſt Mean to 
excite and aſſiſt the Soul in Devotion, as 
many think, judging by their own Reaſon 
and Experience, then that Way and Manner 
of Worſhip muſt be the moſt perfect in 
kind; becauſe it belt anſwers it's proper end. 
Conſequently, the propriety of expreſſion in 


Prayer, and fo the perfection of outward Wor- 


ſhip, does not conſiſt in any one certain un- 
varied Form of Words, how elegant and cor- 
rect ſoever it may be. For, on the contrary, 


23 the 
(s) | John iv. 24. 
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the having the ſame or other things differ 
ently expreſſed at different times, is, with 
due care, the way to have them moſt properly 
expreſſed at all times; that is, fo as to be 
moſt ' conducive and ſerviceable to the great 

ends of Devotion. And upon his, not upon 

any one ſet Form of Words and Phraſes, 

| though choſen with the greateſt care and ex- 
| aQtnels, the propriety of expreſſion in 1 Prayer 
muſt always depend. 


CONCLUSION. 


AVING now viewed the argumen- 
tative part of this Eſſay upon Prayer, 
it may be proper, before we conclude, to 
take ſome notice of the following Paragraph. 
© But neither thoſe, who uſe Forms, nor 
e thoſe who uſe none; nor thoſe who make 
©« uſe of different ones from each other, 
ſhould cenſure and condemn one another, 
* or ſcruple to join occaſſonally with each o- 
«© ther, ſo long as nothing, which they ap- 
. prebend fo be finful, is forced upon them.” 


e 


* 


Inn anſwer to which it may be obſerved, 


(I.) Chriſtians of different Communions, 
and who worſhip God in different Ways, 

doubtleſs ought to have Charity one for ano- 
ther. Becauſe, none of us are quite perfect, 

or infallible ; and thoſe are the leaſt ſo, who 
pretend to it the moſt; for that very pretence 
is a luthcient proof of the contrary. But, 


0) Not- 
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(t. ) Notwithſtanding this, every Chriſtt- 
an ought impartially to judge for himſelf, 
and honeſtly to follow his own judgement, 
with reſpect to the Mode or Manner of reli- 
gious Worſhip. Charity is a good thing; 

but in all caſes Honey ſhould take place be- 
fore it. And in the preſent caſe, every per- 
ſon ſhould be ſo honeſt to himſelf, as to be 
ſtrictly true, and firmly ſteady to his own 
Principles. An honeſt Man then owes fo 
much regard to his own Character, in point 
of Conſiſtency, as not to countenance and re- 
commend by his actions, eſpecially his pub- 
lick actions, what he actually diſapproves in 
his ſettled judgement ; whatever be the 
Grounds of his diſapprobation, which muſt 

be left to himſelf. Therefore, 

(3.) In ſome caſes, and under ſome cir- 
cumſtances, great Prudence may be required, 
in the way and manner of expreſing our Cha- 
rity; leſt what is meant by us only as an ex- 
preſſion of our Charity, ſhould be conſidered 
by others as a mark and teſtimony of our 
approbation. From whence it follows, 

(4.) Sometimes, and upon ſome occaſi- 
ons, it may be very inconvenient and im- 
proper, to join with others in their Way 
and Manner of Worſhip, even © when no- 
“ thing, which we apprebend to be ſinful, is 
&« forced upon us.” For, all things that are 
lawful, are not always expedient. 1 Cor. x. 


23. Now, 
(5-) Upon 


. 
(,.) Upon the Principles of Chriſtian Li- 
berty, every Man is the proper judge of the 
Expediency of his own Actions in this caſe. 
If therefore other Perſons take upon them to 
judge for him, and to cenſure and condemn 
him for not following their judgement, in- 
ſtead of his own; they themſelves are the 
guilty Party, and offend againſt the Rules of 
Chriſtian Liberty, Candor, and Charity. 
Wherefore to conclude in the Words of St. 
Paul, Rom. xiv. 13. Let us not judge one 
another any. more ; but judge this rather, that 


no Man put a ſtumbling-block, or an occaſion 


10 fall, in his Brother's way. 
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50 ME Thoughts on religious Worſhip, here 
taken into Conſideration, ſeem. to be the 
Conceptions of One, or more of thoſe Perſons, 
who have been labouring, for years paſt, to 
introduce among Proteſtant Diſſenters a New 
Liturgy; that is to ſay, a Form of Common 
Prayer different from that by Law eſtab- 
liſhed, But the Writer declares, © I would 
c not be underſtood, by any thing I have ad- 
* * vanced, to object againſt a National Church, 

6 or a National Liturgy.” -Which Declara- 
tion the Reader is defired to keep in mind; 

and likewiſe to take notice further, that the 
Argument, here debated, hath intentionally 
no reference to the preſent National Church 
or Liturgy ; but only concerns the Introduc- 
tion of another Liturgy among Proteſtant 
Diſſenters; who under a legal Toleration are 
not obliged to uſe any publick Forms of 
Worſhip, but what they are pleaſed to im- 
poſe upon themſelves in their ſeparate Con- 
gregations. And fo the Queſtion here diſ- 
cuſſed is Whether taking ſuch a Step would 
properly be any improvement of their preſent 
Mode and Manner of Worſhip, by fixing 'it 


upon 


! 
upon a more ſcriptural, more primitive, and 
more eligible Plan of Devotion — We have 
endeavoured to maintain the Negative; and 
may now in Reaſon expect, that thoſe, on 
the contrary fide, will either have the Cou- 
rage to defend, or the Modeſty to retra& 
their own Arguments for a Diſſenting Li- 
turgy, of any kind; without deſcending to 
Particulars at preſent, or entering into the 
merits of any New Compoſitions of that 
Sort, already exſtant. 
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